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Persistence of Racism and The Increase of Hate Groups in the U.S. and the World
Causes of the Persistence of Racism in the United States Today
From a psychological standpoint, one can use the theory of Social Identity to explain the persistence of racism in the United States. According to this theory, individuals tend to classify themselves into a group having people with some similar characteristics or race in this instance, which then becomes their “in-group” (McKinley et al., 2014). Accordingly, the other people with different characteristics become part of different “out-groups” (McKinley et al, 2014). Over time, people create deeper attachments to their “in-groups,” and these groups eventually form a part of their identity and self-perception (McKinley et al., 2014). As such, individuals are inclined to positively evaluate those people with whom they share a group primarily to enhance a positive self-perception (McKinley et al., 2014). Conversely, members of the “out-groups” are perceived as rivals to a person’s self-perception; hence one is more likely to negatively evaluate the people from their “out-groups” (McKinley et al., 2014). Using this theory, one can explain why members of a particular race may believe that they are better than other races; hence condescendingly treat the others to facilitate positive feelings about their race and, most fundamentally, their self-perception.
The lower socio-economic status of minority races in the United States has contributed to the persistence of racism. Essentially, minority communities in the U.S. such as blacks face more employment unpredictability and a higher probability of being unemployed compared to whites (Alexander, 2012). Furthermore, minority communities are less likely to access essential facilities such as proper schooling which has limited their education in crucial areas such as financial literacy. Also, these communities are often less likely to access institutional financial assistance, which perpetuates the cycle of poor financial literacy and negative financial behaviors. Additionally, the lack of access to adequate healthcare resources has negatively influenced the health outcomes for minority races, which has been compounded by poor housing arrangements (Alexander, 2012). As such, minority races are associated with a lower socio-economic status, which has reinforced the perception that they are not as effective as other races in the United States.
The mainstream media has influenced Americans’ perceptions towards different races, which has promoted racism. Minority races in many American news outlets are predominantly portrayed as more aggressive and more likely to exhibit criminal tendencies, which have influenced Americans’ negative evaluation of these groups over the years (Dukes & Gaither, 2017). Dukes and Gaither (2017) also found that in reporting male African American deaths, most American media focused on the individual’s previous or present conduct in relation to any misdemeanors, their physique and body qualities, their locality in reference to certain crime-related areas, and their daily activities in relation to crime. Additionally, in reporting casualties from certain incidents, those from minority races were more likely to be blamed for their fatalities (Dukes & Gaither, 2017). By painting minority communities as more criminal compared to whites, the mainstream media has contributed to the perception that minority groups are less important to society, which has fueled racism in the U.S.
The American war on drugs has further sustained racism in the United States. Originally started in the Nixon era, the U.S. war on drugs has been labeled as racist, mainly because it has negatively affected minority races to a larger extent. Fundamentally, the war on drugs entailed enhancing law enforcement facilities and powers to increase the incarceration of drug users and minimize drug trafficking (Alexander, 2012). In this, minority groups have been targeted, especially African Americans due to the preponderance of drug use in their communities. Additionally, black communities are more likely to use illegal drugs in the open due to poor housing, hence they are more likely to be arrested by anti-drug law enforcement agencies. As such, mass drug-related incarcerations mainly involve African Americans (Alexander, 2012). Consequently, major concerns raised against the war on drugs include the fact that it has had racist implications by targeting specific groups for political or other reasons.
The American justice system has also influenced the persistence of racism in the United States. Essentially, minority races have predominated American prisons over the years, although the gap is reducing. Nonetheless, blacks are more likely to face tougher sentences for a particular crime compared to whites, as well as longer sentences for the same crime (Alexander, 2012). Furthermore, lower socio-economic status has condemned minority races to poor legal representation in their defense, which means that they are most likely to end up incarcerated. Also, the legal policies and guidelines regarding crimes committed by minority races have been unfair over the years, and the criminal justice system has done little to counter this situation (Sentencing Project, 2018). For instance, African American motorists were more likely to be stopped and searched by American law enforcement officers compared to whites. Additionally, officers “are more likely to stop black and Hispanic drivers for discretionary reasons, for investigatory stops (proactive stops used to investigate drivers deemed suspicious) rather than traffic-safety stops (reactive stops used to enforce traffic laws or vehicle codes)” (Sentencing Project, 2018). These represent inequalities in the American justice system that helps perpetuate racism in the U.S.
Cultural labeling has promoted the persistence of racism in the United States. Over time, various factors such as the media have led to the cultural labeling of minority races as ‘criminals. This implies that these races are often stigmatized since they are seen as harmful to society. The subsequent separation and segregation from society due to the stigma is thus facilitated by an intrinsic human desire to turn “to each other for support and solace in a society that despises them” (Alexander, 2012). Consequently, the stigmatized races are forced to “embrace the stigma”, thus further engaging in criminal activities and other behaviors that society degrades them for (Alexander, 2012). Furthermore, other cultural aspects of minor races such as African Americans are degraded by whites, specifically their songs, accents, or outfits, thus labeling their culture as inferior in some way (Alexander, 2012). As such, there is constant resentment among minority races due to the degradation they face regarding their cultures.
Why Hate Groups are Increasing in the U.S and the World Today
Hate groups are usually social organizations or groups of people that inculcate and incite hostility and hatred towards members of a particular race, religion, nation, ethnicity or sexual orientation. Hate groups are surely becoming a menace in the U.S. society today and the world. This is because today, the number of hate groups is increasing and hostility against members of different ethnic or racial groups is growing. This is threatening to degrade the nation's cohesion in the U.S. In the world, hate groups directed towards citizens of other countries ais also becoming a big problem because it is raising tensions among such countries and threatening diplomatic understanding between nations. The biggest and hardest question that the world is asking is why these hate groups are increasing. This part of the paper, therefore, explores the reasons why the U.S. and the world at large are experiencing an increase in hate groups today.
Continued Racism
One of the reasons why the U.S. is experiencing an increase in hate groups among its people is the continued existence of racial discrimination. In the past, the U.S. experienced the worst forms of racism by engaging in slavery where black Africans were taken to the United States as slaves to work in the white plantations. The Africans were seen as a source of cheap labor. Those days, even, as seen in the video, even the media depicted black people as happy slaves which helped to propagate the institutions of slavery in the United States (Lindsley, 2021). Even though, with time, the north abolished the institution of slavery, the south of the United States continued practicing slavery and this made people believe that blacks were less human than whites. This racial discrimination was seen in the segregation of schools and hotels and even public transport where black Americans were not allowed to share schools, busses and even hotels with whites. This form of racial discrimination took a toll on the American society.
Today, even though historical racism has been illegalized in America, there still exist traces of people still believing that whites are superior to blacks (Balica, 2017). The blacks, on the other hand, are note ready to accept such discriminatory status in the American society and even in other parts of the world. Therefore, they end up forming groups that perpetuate hatred towards those they see as racially discriminative. They hate them and become hostile to them. The whites too develop hatred and hostility towards other races. This, in the long run, leads to an increase in hate groups with the United States and even in other parts of the world. Therefore, continued discrimination is the mother of an increasing number of hate groups in the United \states and other parts of the world.
The bitterness of the Historical Mistreatment
Another reason that explains the increase in hate groups in the world and the U.S. is bitterness of historical injustices. Today, with the advancements in technology and society modernization, a lot of people are gaining more and more access to historical data and information about various happenings in their societies. The history taught in schools has been filtered to ensure that is safe and palatable to all people regardless of their race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, or nationality (Aaronson, 2014). This means that not all that happened in the past had been documented and taught in school. However, with the internet and other advancements, communities and groups are becoming more aware of their histories and their origins. As such, some of the tenets in the past elicits bitterness in their hearts. A good example is how whites used to beat up, kick and harass black slaves in their ranches and plantations. Blacks were literally treated like animals and their lives were degraded during the time of slavery (Aaronson, 2014). With modernity today, blacks are increasingly becoming aware of what happened to them and this elicits bitterness in their hearts. Even though there are laws and regulations that prohibit people from hating each other and being hostile towards each other, remembering certain things in the past surely cannot hinder some of them from expressing such emotions towards those they think wronged and hated them. This bitterness from past mistreatment and injustices is therefore making people form hate groups that perpetuate hatred and hostility towards other groups in society. As this happens, society’s harmony and understanding are shaken, creating more cracks for the formation of more hate groups, hence, an increase in hate groups in the U.S. and the world at large.
Awareness of Understanding of Human Rights
In the video, during the time of the Happy Sambo, there was a notion of “happy slaves,” which inculcated the belief that slaves could be happy if their masters were kind to them (Lindsley, 2021). The fact is that no one can be happy in slavery. These people tried to put on a happy face to remind themselves that there can be happiness in the sorrow that comes with being a slave. Furthermore, most of them did not understand their rights. They did not know how to fight for their rights and there was simply no platform at that time for them to air their views of what they thought of their situations and their slavery. Today, people are much aware of their human rights and are not ready to let anyone violate them. Not without putting up a fight against such attempts to violate their rights. That is why in Jim Crow reading, Alexander (2012) writes that Cotton cannot vote today because he has been labeled as a felon together with others who have been locked up. This means that Cotton is aware of his rights and the laws that exist and therefore, he can’t allow someone to violate them. 
Today, many people have become aware of their rights and they defend those rights with their lives. As such, they tend to view those groups of people or nations that tend to want to violate those rights as adversaries. That is what creates hatred, hostility and the formation of hate groups in society today.
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